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Explore the Trail!

Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail
nps.gov.cajo

SusquehannaHeritage.org

Funded by the National Park Service and the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation, PA Heritage Areas Program.

Central Riverlands Driving Tour
Columbia Crossing River Trails Center

41 Walnut St, Columbia, PA 17512 (Mile 0) (RR)
A gateway visitor education center and trailhead for both land and water trails in the
Susquehanna Riverlands, the Columbia Crossing River Trails Center is a hub of information
for all kinds of exploration in the region. Stop in to plan your visit, pick up maps, guides,
brochures and tips on how to get the most out of your time in the area. With hiking
information, informative exhibits, easy access to bike trails, and an outfitter on site
seasonally offering canoe, kayak, bike rentals (with shuttle service), this center is a great
place to start your adventure. The Columbia Crossing River Trails Center is also ADA
accessible with picnic tables, restrooms, ample parking and a stunning view of the river.

Wright’s Ferry Mansion

38 South Second Street, Columbia, PA 17512 (Mile 0.4; 3 minutes) ($, S)
Built in 1738, this beautifully restored home showcases the life and influence of Susanna
Wright. She settled with her father, John Wright to the fringes of the Pennsylvania wilderness
in 1726. The collection of ceramics, glass, metals, textiles and Pennsylvania furniture made
from 1700 to 1750 is one of the most complete and representative in the country and is
enlivened by a freshness of impression, as if its eighteenth-century inhabitant had just left
the room. Enjoy a guided tour of the home, which is available
seasonally from April – October. Explore the historic downtown
Columbia while you’re here – its quaint antique shops and
preserved architecture it’s worth a walk around.

Breezyview Overlook

770 Breezyview Dr, Columbia, PA 17512 (Mile 1.9; 7 minutes)
Short on time? Take in gorgeous river views at Breezyview Overlook. Interpretive signage tells the story
of this former center for iron production and commerce. Drive a little farther to access a trail leading to
the top of Chickies Rock, towering 250 feet above the river. At the foot of the hill a stroller-friendly trail
passes its sheer rock face, and ruins of iron furnaces and canal.

Wrightsville Burning of the Bridge Diorama

124 Hellam St, Wrightsville, PA 17368 (Mile 4.4; 13 minutes) ($, S)
In June 1863, the Confederate Army had made it to Pennsylvania. Their plan: cross the Susquehanna
River to take the state capital, Harrisburg, and then continue to Philadelphia. Pennsylvania militiamen,
including a company of African American soldiers from Camp William Penn, stopped the advancing
Confederate troops by blowing up a section of the mile long bridge spanning the river and then
burning it down. Local historians capture this dramatic story in a diorama in historic Wrightsville.
Don’t miss this opportunity to see the diorama (open seasonally), walk the Rt. 462 bridge to see
the remnants of the Civil War bridge, the interpretive signage, and enjoy a unique view of the river.
(Open seasonally)

Zimmerman Center for Heritage

1706 Long Level Rd, Wrightsville, PA 17368 (Mile 8.5; 19 minutes) (RR)
Dating back to the mid-1700s, this historic riverfront home now serves as Pennsylvania’s
Official Visitor Contact and Passport Station for the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National
Historic Trail. Open year round, the Center is the perfect place to learn more about the
Susquehanna Riverlands – whether through taking a tour of the historic house, exploring
the art and history exhibits, or taking in an engaging public program. From the Zimmerman
Center you can launch your kayak or canoe, take a walk to the site of the last Susquehannock
settlement, or simply enjoy the views from the waterside pavilion.. As Capt. John Smith wrote
of the waters in this Chesapeake Bay region “Heaven and Earth never agreed better to form
a place for a man’s habitation.”

Native Lands County Park

1706 Long Level Rd, Wrightsville, PA 17368 (Mile 8.5; 19 minutes)
Rising up from the riverfront, this 180-acre park features the mowed, mile-long Native Lands
Heritage Trail. Seven numbered way-stops along the trail tell the story of the generations of
people who lived and worked on this land. Take time to take in the scenery and imagine their
experiences. Although Native Peoples utilized this part of the Susquehanna River for thousands of
years, the Susquehannock only settled in this area around 1575. Another mowed path follows the
stockade line of their last known settlement, occupied from 1676 to 1680.

