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Explore the Trail!

Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail
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SusquehannaHeritage.org

Funded by the National Park Service and the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation, PA Heritage Areas Program.

South Riverlands Driving Tour
Columbia Crossing River Trails Center

41 Walnut St, Columbia, PA 17512 (Mile 0) (RR)
A gateway visitor education center and trailhead for both land and water trails in the
Susquehanna Riverlands, the Columbia Crossing River Trails Center is a hub of information
for all kinds of exploration in the region. Stop in to plan your visit, pick up maps, guides,
brochures and tips on how to get the most out of your time in the area. With hiking
information, informative exhibits, easy access to bike trails, and an outfitter on site
seasonally offering canoe, kayak, bike rentals (with shuttle service), this center is a great place to start your adventure. The Columbia
Crossing River Trails Center is also ADA accessible with picnic tables, restrooms, ample parking and a stunning view of the river.

Washington Boro Park

2010 River Rd, Washington Boro, PA 17582 (Mile 3.6; 6 minutes) (RR)
In small camps and large villages, Native American communities have been living
in this area of Pennsylvania for more than 10,000 years. This region is a treasure of
archaeological sites helping us understand the ways people and the riverlands have
interacted for centuries. In the early 1600s, before disease and war ravaged communities,
approximately 1,400 people lived in the Susquehannock town just north of here. For more
information, look for historical markers along the road and at other parks.

Blue Rock Heritage Center

2251 River Rd, Washington Boro, PA 17582 (Mile 4.4; 8 minutes) (RR, S)
Located just south of the village of Washington Boro in Manor Township, the Blue Rock Heritage
Center has exhibits featuring Native American artifacts recovered from the surrounding area.
On display alongside artwork and photography are petroglyphs (rock carvings) – unique in this
region, limited to this stretch of the Susquehanna, and not to be missed. The site features a restored
grist mill, a bank barn from the 1830s and other historic structures. There is water trail access so
plan for fishing, bird watching, and exploring by canoe and kayak. (Open limited hours.)

Turkey Hill Nature Preserve

2525 River Rd, Conestoga, PA 17516 (Mile 6; 12 minutes) (RR)
On the original Atglen & Susquehanna Branch of the Pennsylvania Railroad, this scenic trail
offers accessible hiking and biking opportunities as well as viewing platforms that highlight
views of the Susquehanna River. Built in the early 1900s, it established a freight route from
port cities to western markets. Interpretive panels tell this story and there is even a caboose on
display. Consider exploring the Turkey Hill Trail & Nature Preserve where a 15-minute climb
yields panoramic vistas of the River as well as bird watching. Both trails are accessible from the
parking lot where there is an informational kiosk and restrooms.

Safe Harbor Dam

1 Powerhouse Dr, Conestoga, PA 17516 (Mile 12.2; 25 minutes) (RR)
The Safe Harbor Dam, also known as the Safe Harbor Hydroelectric Station, is a gravity dam originally built
in the 1930s. Harnessing the force of the river, it produces hydroelectric power for the nation’s power grid.
The area below the Dam has the largest concentration of petroglyphs (or ancient carvings) in northeastern
United States. First recorded in 1863, more than 1,000 have been discovered on rocks from here to the
Maryland line. While the purpose of these carvings might have been spiritual, personal or casual, their allure
is unparalleled. There are also opportunities for rock climbing, walking, fishing, bird watching and boating.

Conestoga Area Historical Society and Museum

51 Kendig Rd, Conestoga, PA 17516 (Mile 16.1; 33 minutes) ($, RR, S)
The Conestoga Area Historical Society presents a treasure trove of fascinating objects, stories
and images related to the history of the region. Its large campus has a main building housing
changing exhibitions and an encyclopedic permanent display, a log cabin circa 1733 and a
blacksmith shop as well as several other buildings. Museum programming includes lectures
and living history demonstrations that help bring these stories to life.
The museum is open seasonally from April to December so be sure
to check the website for details before visiting.

The Pinnacle Overlook

Pinnacle Road West, Holtwood, PA (Mile 25.9; 52 minutes) (RR)
A part of Susquehannock State Park, this site offers sweeping views of the Susquehanna River from
380 feet above. In addition to the river, it’s easy to spot eagles, osprey, and vultures soaring. For those
interested in hiking, several trails can be accessed at this overlook. Picnic areas, restrooms and ample
parking make this spot a perfect place to take in the natural wonder of the region.

