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Explore the Trail!

Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail
nps.gov.cajo

SusquehannaHeritage.org

Funded by the National Park Service and the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation, PA Heritage Areas Program.

West Riverlands Driving Tour
Wrightsville Burning of the Bridge Diorama

124 Hellam St, Wrightsville, PA 17368 (Mile 0) ($, S)
In June 1863, the Confederate Army had made it to Pennsylvania. Their plan: cross the Susquehanna River
to take the state capital, Harrisburg, and then continue to Philadelphia. Pennsylvania militiamen, including
a company of African American soldiers from Camp William Penn, stopped the advancing Confederate
troops by blowing up a section of the mile-long bridge spanning the river and then burning it down. Local
historians capture this dramatic story in a diorama in historic Wrightsville. Don’t miss this opportunity to see
the diorama (open seasonally), walk the Rt. 462 bridge to see the remnants of the Civil War bridge, the
interpretive signage, and enjoy a unique view of the river.

Wrightsville Riverfront Park

Maple St and S Front St, Wrightsville, PA 17368 (Mile .3; 1 minute)
Part of the Susquehanna River Water Trail, this public park has loads of amenities to
complement its beautiful views. A playground and river access as well as interpretive panels
make this park a lovely place to take in the scenery and imagine views of the various
iterations of the historic bridges spanning this stretch of the river.

Highpoint Scenic Vista

1199 Hilt Rd, Wrightsville, PA 17368 (Mile 1.8; 3 minutes)
Situated on top of a hill overlooking the Susquehanna River, this 79 acre park offers
breathtaking views of the water and surrounding landscape. Follow the ADA accessible ½
mile trail from the parking lot to the top of the hill. With access to hiking trails, picnic benches
and a restroom, this is a lovely spot to birdwatch, take in the scenery and enjoy beauty unique
to this part of the country.

Zimmerman Center for Heritage

1706 Long Level Rd, Wrightsville, PA 17368 (Mile 4.7; 8 minutes) (RR)
Dating back to the mid-1700s, this historic riverfront home now serves as Pennsylvania’s
Official Visitor Contact and Passport Station for the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National
Historic Trail. Open year round, the Center is the perfect place to learn more about the
Susquehanna Riverlands – whether through taking a tour of the historic house, exploring
the art and history exhibits, or taking in an engaging public program. From the Zimmerman
Center you can launch your kayak or canoe, take a walk to the site of the last Susquehannock settlement, or simply enjoy the
views from the waterside pavilion. As Capt. John Smith wrote of the waters in this Chesapeake Bay region “Heaven and Earth
never agreed better to form a place for a man’s habitation.”

Native Lands County Park

1706 Long Level Rd, Wrightsville, PA 17368 (Mile 4.7; 8 minutes)
Rising up from the riverfront, this 180-acre park features the mowed, mile-long Native Lands
Heritage Trail. Seven numbered way-stops along the trail tell the story of the generations of people
who lived and worked on this land. Take time to take in the scenery and imagine their experiences.
Although Native Peoples utilized this part of the Susquehanna River for thousands of years, the Susquehannock only settled in this
area around 1575. Another mowed path follows the stockade line of their last known settlement, occupied from 1676 to 1680.

Indian Steps Museum

205 Indian Steps Rd, Airville, PA 17302 (Mile 19.3; 30 minutes) ($, RR, S)
A one of a kind destination, this museum is located banks of the Susquehanna River in the former cabin of
John Edward Vandersloot. Vandersloot, an admirer of Native American history and culture, embedded his
prehistoric Indian artifact collection into the architectural and design elements of the interior and exterior
of his eccentric creation. On display in the house itself are impressive and beautiful collections of artifacts,
artwork and historical items related to the history of Native American communities. Several rooms are
dedicated to the local story of Susquehannock and petroglyphs. Whether exploring the exhibits, the
house, the gift shop or the grounds, you’ll find there is plenty to do at this unique location. The museum is
open seasonally, April – October, so be sure to check the website before visiting.

Lock 12

2406-2426 Holtwood Rd, Airville, PA 17302 (Mile 29.6; 46 minutes)
In this area of the Susquehanna River, the power of the river was once channeled into adjacent
canals (built between 1836 and 1839) that carried lumber, coal and goods for many miles. One of
the best preserved places of this once busy route is Lock 12. With interpretive signs to explain the
history of the Susquehanna and Tidewater Canal and how it worked, you can take in views of the
canal from both above and inside the channel. This is also a wonderful spot to take in the natural
beauty of the riverlands – the birds, animals and waterways (and it’s kid friendly, though not stroller-friendly). While you are here,
check out adjacent spots like Holtwood Dam – a favorite with adventurous boaters and kayakers – and Anderson’s Run with a
restored double lime kiln and the remains of a sawmill, dam, pond and millrace.

